






Conclusion 

The use of the death penalty is not consistent with the right to life and the right to live free from 

torture or cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment. All countries that continue to 

retain the death penalty for consensual same-sex sexual conduct must abolish the death 
penalty and introduce a moratorium on its use, as a necessary first step towards abolition. 

Further, authorities must ensure that all necessary safeguards are in place to ensure access to 
legal representation, fair trials and judicial transparency for those currently facing the death 

penalty in connection with their real or perceived sexual orientation and/or gender identity. 

Lastly, laws criminalizing consensual same-sex sexual conduct must be repealed including 

vague and broadly defined provisions that can be misused against individuals based on their 

real or purported SOGIESC. 

Recommendations 

• Abolish the death penalty; establish a moratorium on all executions and commute all

death sentences

• Remove the mandatory death penalty for all crimes, including for offences relating to

same-sex sexual acts and other vague provisions that criminalise persons of diverse

gender expressions

• Bring national legislations in line with international law and standards by removing legal

provisions that allow for the use of the death penalty for offences that do not meet the

threshold of the "most serious crimes"

• Repeal all discriminatory laws that punish same-sex sexual relationships and

non-normative gender expression.

• Ensure that all persons facing the death penalty - especially including those from

disadvantaged or marginalized backgrounds - are provided access to effective legal

assistance,

• Ensure judicial transparency by publishing full and detailed information, disaggregated by

gender identity and sexual orientation, among other factors.
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