
 

 
 
 

Statement of the ILGA Asia Caucus – ILGA World Conference 2019 
 
We are 24 LGBTIAQ activists, recognizing that some of us have different cultural and indigenous identity 
beyond this term, gathering at the ILGA Asia Caucus from 14.00 – 17.30 on Tuesday, 19 March 2019 in 
Wellington, New Zealand / Aotearoa.  
 
The ILGA Asia Caucus is an important part of the ILGA World Conference, where LGBTIAQ activists from 
Asia review challenges facing our community and coordinate our collective actions. We would like to call for 
attention of ILGA members and non-members to the following issues:  
 

1. Internal Data Security 
 
ILGA should ensure highest priority given on the privacy and confidentiality of LGBTIAQ 
participants to protect safety and security, including digital security, with highest priority; ask for a 
comprehensive security policy, recognizing that many of us are from parts of the world where it is 
extremely dangerous to be LGBTIAQ, and government access to information puts us in vulnerable 
positions. 
 
When choosing which countries to have an ILGA conference, the organization should be cognizant 
of security issues, homo/trans/biphobia. 
 

2. Decriminalization of Homosexuality 
 
We request for ILGA to have an official stance on decriminalization. 
 
We request a political analysis around lobbying. 
 
ILGA needs to play a more proactive role on sharing experiences around decriminalization around 
the world. 
 
ILGA should provide support, resources, and experiences for local activists to take 
decriminalization forward. 
 

3. Government Censorship 
 
ILGA provide mirror website for those who live in countries with restricted access to information. 
 
We urge governments to repeal all laws that restrict the freedom of expression on SOGIESC 
issues. 
 

4. Promotion of the Intersex Movement 
 
To acknowledge the human rights violations, child rights, civil rights and to ensure the right to self -
determine the gender identity of intersex individuals or any individual living with intersex traits and 
to protect, empower, support the diverse Asian Intersex movement. 
 
To remove the stigma from all the terms referring to intersex. 



 
To recognise that being intersex relates to biological sex characteristics, and is distinct from a 
person’s sexual orientation or gender identity. An intersex person may be heterosexual, lesbian, 
bisexual or asexual; and may identify as female, male, both or neither. 

 
5. Inclusion of Asexuality 

 
To become more asexual-inclusive in their work, to help raise awareness and address the unique 
challenges faced by asexual people in Asia. 
 
To call upon ILGA to support the cause of asexuality and include community members in all its 
plans, actions, and decisions. 
 
To expand the abbreviation to LGBTQIA from the current LGBTI. 
 
To include the upcoming cause of Asexuality in the official statement. 
 

6. Legal Gender Recognition 
 
All governments should uphold international human rights standard, including the right to self-
determination and self-identification without pathologization and other coercive, costly medical 
diagnosis and procedures. 
 
Legal gender recognition should result to equal citizenship, access to opportunities, and various 
social services (health care, employment, education, etc.) 
 
Government should protect data privacy of all LGBTIAQ people. 
 

7. Movement Across Borders - Visa, Immigration, Travel Documents 
 
To advocate with the International Civil Aviation Authority to institutionalise different gender 
markers to be recognised in their systems. 
 
Trans people must not be discriminated when travelling or plan to travel based on their gender 
marker and gender expression. 
 

8. Marriage Equality / Civil Partnership 
 
SOGIESC should not matter or be a factor in marriage and civil partnership. 
 

9. Indigenous Identities 
 
To respecting and recognise legally different indigenous and cultural identities, beyond the 
common binary and non-binary identities such as including the use of cultural and indigenous 
terminology of gender-variant people. 

Finally, ILGA Asia Caucus would like to reiterate the message: “ILGA should ensure that ILGA spaces are 
inclusive and diverse, and honor people’s right to self-identity.”  

 


